
Address for response: 
c/o Campaign for Freedom of Information

Unit 109 Davina House
137-149 Goswell Rd 

London EC1V 7ET
The Rt Hon David Cameron MP
Prime Minister
10 Downing Street
London SW1A 2AA

cc The Rt Hon Francis Maude, Minister for the Cabinet Office
cc The Rt Hon Lord McNally, Minister of State for Justice

29 October 2013

Dear Prime Minister,

Almost exactly a year ago the government announced a series of potential proposals
to make it easier for public authorities to refuse freedom of information (FOI) requests
on cost grounds.1 The stated intention was to focus on requests causing
‘disproportionate burdens’ as a result of ‘industrial use’ of the FOI Act.

But the proposals would restrict access by all users, including those making
occasional requests of modest scope. They include plans to reduce the limit at which
FOI requests can be refused on cost grounds and to allow more activities to be taken
into account when calculating whether this limit has been reached - including the time
authorities spend considering whether to release information. Many requests of
substantial public interest would be refused under these proposals regardless of the
benefits of disclosure. They would have a severe effect on the operation of the FOI
Act.

This week the UK chairs the international Open Government Partnership (OGP)
summit in London to be attended by government and civil society representatives
from some 60 countries. In this context, you have previously stated your intention to
make the UK “the most open and transparent government in the world”.

We find it difficult to reconcile your ambition that the UK should be the world leader in
openness with the government’s proposals to restrict the FOI Act, which is a critical
element of the UK’s openness arrangements.

                                               
1 Government Response to the Justice Committee’s Report: Post-legislative scrutiny of the Freedom of
Information Act 2000, November 2012.



We hope that the government will mark that commitment by announcing that it will
not be bringing forward proposals to restrict the Act.

Yours sincerely,
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