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Opinion
We must

fight to keep
our freedom

WHERE will we be if the
Government succeeds in curbing our
rlghts under the Freedom of
Informeation lawe?

The answer 15, back in the Dark
Apes - the time bafore we were given
the right to train the toreh of truth
intn the murkier, secretive encloves of
the health service, local governmeant
and other public bodbes.

The baitle to secure the law we now
have was @ bong one, and it would be a
terrible backward step if after just
two years, minksters succead In
putting up the shutters again

Without the ability to demand
answers from the powers-that-be, we
would not have been able to tell our
readers the full facts about MRSA
|afections in our hospitals, about how
miany of our polics afflcers have
criminnl records, or about what s
baing done to keep our children safis
from paedophiles, A host of vital
information, informatlon that public
bodies would rather be kept under
wraps, would s!mv-ly remain buried
away, and wi wonld all be the the
pocrer for 1L

We must not allow this to happen -
and we make 6o apologies for urging
you, our readers, to lobby our region’s
MPs to fight it tooth and nadl,
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ws reveals hospital action plan as

Lessons learned
from fall tragedy

HOSPITAL bosses say

they have tightensd up

procedures following the

death of a woman who
lunged from a fifth Ooor
alcony

The action plan, created by
Addenbrooke’s Hospital and
obtalned by the News under
Preedom of Information laws,
is designid to prevent A repen
of thie calalogue of errorg that
lod to the death of Lady Fiona
Raker, 57, an April 12, 2005,

Losing & vital fax warning
Lady Fiona, of Water Sireet,
Chegierton, was leeling swicld-
al, nnd forpetting to administer
medleation, were some of the
serlous fallings the Cambiridge
hosgital admicted to.

Alithough o coroner sakd he
could not be satisfled there was
Ernng neglect of her care, the

pepital apalogised and prom-

to change s procedares

Lady Fiona's hushand, Prof
8ir John Baker, Downing Pro
fessor of the Laws of England
at Cambridge University’s 5t
Catharine's College, sald he
wanted action to prevent anoth
= ]

Improvements lmplomented
by the hospital include praci-
lces o make sure faxes are

B CAMERON RAMOS
Hiahh Canesponden

slgnid by medical stafl before
being fled. A check lst of
information to be used when
petients are transferred from
edical Assessment Unit to
the wirds has been drawn gp
The hospltal 1s mn“““'“f
wark om improving medica
cover oarl of howrs and lmp-
roved ward staff handover
procedures to ensure
accurate and timely
Han is
om  Aboul
jpatient.
Reviewed and
improved proced-
ures [or prescrib-
ing drugs and en-
hanced siall tmining
have been introduced
A new procedure for
recagnising and man-
aging patients who
might have special
niirsing and ohser-
vatlon require-
ments, has als \
been imple- J A
mented. | 5]
An Adden- | .! i
o

ench

brooke's B8
spokeswom- B
an said: B

“We have put a great deal of
effort imtn developing and
implamenting an action plan 1o
address the lssues ralsed
following Lady Fionn Baker's

death. At Addenbrooke’s wo
tsten fo our patients and (helr
relatives, learn from our mist-
aket and alm to improve the
guality of care we give o each
inilividual patlent
“411 the areas highlighted for
imprevemaont
have been rev-
lewed leading
ta & number af
changes and
Imprevements
helng made™
Lady Flona,
who had & hls-
ory of aleohol
abose, was senl o
Addenbrooke's on
Monday, April 11, 2006,
by har GP. She was pres-
eribed medication to heg
her calm bot nurslag sisl
fargot to ghve her the driugs
il Bpen the same dng
At 7pm Lady Fiona was
transferred to word FS, o spec
iallst bepatology ward, A
junlor sister sabd she semmed
to be calm and was nol A
subclde risk

But when a doctar vished
the ward to see anoiher
patient, she quickly roal
lsed Lady Flona was psych
otic and warned stafl to
koo an #ve on her:

Ladty Flona, ot Bam the
next day, asked a doctor
and nurses i there was a
tall baiiding so she could
jump off it

Less than 80 minates

later her body was dis-

. covered al the base of
§ Abingdon House.
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battle to curb Freedom of Information Act hots up
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